THE APOSTLE DOORS

For nearly forty years, Faith Presbyterian was known as “the church with the Apostle
doors.” The twelve Apostles were represented on twelve panels along the northern front of
the building. The two center panels were doors which opened to the narthex. The Indianapo-
lis Star Magazine ran a feature story on August 21, 1961, about the design and creation of

the doors. It was written by Jon Kwitny and is reprinted here with permission:

Twelve Panels Tell a Story
Novel and modern techniques portray the 12 Apostles in wood for the new Faith United

Presbyterian Church.

This is the complete church building in northeast Marion County
with the panels finally in place.

“Nothing has been so responsible for inspiring architecture as the personal emotional
involvement of the architect in the use of the complete building. This may be why many archi-
tects throughout history have achieved their best work in the design of churches and other
religious buildings.”

And it may be why the new Faith United Presbyterian Church in northeast Marion
County has a interesting and unusual entranceway. On the front of the church are images of
the 12 disciples of Jesus, carved in wood panels. The idea was that of C. Charles Lowe Jr, a
deacon of the church and a member of the firm of architects who designed it.



The plans for the building featured the front facade with a large panel of clear glass
above 12 wooden panels, two of which were the front doors. This spawned Lowe to apply his
creativity to the finished building.

After much consideration, Lowe decided to portray the figures themselves with identifi-
cation achieved by having each figure carry the symbols which church tradition has associ-
ated with him. Lowe drew each figure to scale several times and the final drawings were
transferred full size to heavy brown paper and colored.

The method of transferring the figures to panels presented another problem. The pan-
els were plywood, one half inch thick with thin birch veneer forming the top surface. The chal-
lenge was to give sharp, even, incised lines with no splintering and the lines had to be one-
fourth inch wide and one-fourth inch deep. These requirements meant a special tool was
needed, so Lowe called in Don R. Voss, a neighbor and another deacon of the church to de-

sign the tool. Then Voss helped Lowe carve the figures.

Peter is symbolized carrying the keys of Charles Lowe is making the preliminary
heaven and the cross upon which he died. sketch of the Apostle Philip who is carrying
loaves.




Deacon Don R. Loss (left) designed a carving tool and is assisting Lowe in routing our the
final form of Jude, incised deeply into the birch surface of the panel.

The background color was a light
gray stain and the lines were dark gray.
Color was added by applying paint, then
wiping it off to give the appearance of stain
with the character and grain of the wood
showing through. The symbols were make
more conspicuous by using a heavy paint
on them. Then Lowe’s wife helped varnish
the panels.

In the years to come, after the build-
ing is complete, Lowe will be able to enter
knowing he has added his own personal
contribution to his religious tradition.

Mrs. June Lowe assists her husband by rolling
on the sealing coat of varnish so the panels with-
stand the weather for many years to come.




John M Smith, executive secretary Presbyterian Extension, Inc., looks
on as contractor J. ElImore installs the last panel to the fagade of the 12
Apostles.

Faith Presbyterian's Reverend Jack H. Barrell opens the front door to
the church after installation of the panels designed and constructed by
Charles Lowe.




